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Economic problem solving  
Build Competencies in food DEMOCRACY

 MAKE IT PERSONAL
What evidence do you see in your daily life of the connections between 
agriculture in Canada and the United States? 

          INVESTIGATE

1. If-Then Economics 
How would consumer choices be affected by the following “what if” economic 
statements in a market or mixed economic system? What would happen to 
supply, demand, price, and availability of food? 

Select one of these scenarios and complete the If-Then 
Chart that follows. Or use the Cause and Effect Chart graphic 
organizer. 

1. The price of wheat used in chicken and turkey feed doubles in price. 

2. Consumers are trending toward buying vegetables instead of poultry. 

3. An illness affects the ability of half of dairy cows in the province to 
produce milk. 

4. Quotas that allow farmers to produce more chicken and turkeys are 
increased, resulting in more products available in grocery stores. 

   

Find an economic overview of 
Canadian agriculture in An Overview 
of the Canadian Agriculture and 
Agri-Food System 2017 at www.agr.
gc.ca/eng/about-us/publications/
economic-publications/an-
overview-of-the-canadian-
agriculture-and-agri-food-system-
2017/?id=1510326669269. 

Find an overview of supply 
management on the Alberta Supply 
Managed website at www.sm5alberta.
com. 

Review the economic growth 
infographic on the Canadian 
Federation of Agriculture website at 
https://producingprosperitycanada.
ca/economic-growth. 

Use WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENCES IN 
AGRICULTURE BETWEEN MARKET AND 
MIXED ECONOMIES? for these learning tasks. 
Use the Learning Source and the information 
and video with this guiding question in 
the food DEMOCRACY carousel on www.
projectagriculture.ca. Check out these 
weblinks for additional information. 
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2. Graphing Agriculture’s Role  
Create a Circle Graph from one of the percentage statistics about the 
role of agriculture in Canada’s economy. 

Find the statistics identified below in the Food Democracy carousel for 
WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENCES IN AGRICULTURE BETWEEN MARKET AND MIXED 
ECONOMIES? on the project AGRICULTURE website at    
www.projectagriculture.ca.  

 6 The percentage that agriculture makes up in Canada’s Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) 

 6 The percentage of people employed in agriculture in Canada

 6 The percentage of primary agricultural production in Canada that was 
exported

 6 The percentage share of jobs in the food and beverage processing sector 

How would you title this graph to illustrate a conclusion about agriculture’s 
importance? Add your title to the graph.  

“If” scenario: Then...what would happen in this scenario in 
a market system? 

Then...what would happen in this scenario in 
a mixed economy?  

Supply 

Demand

Price

Availability 

http://www.projectagriculture.ca
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3. Food and Price Inventory  
Research and create an inventory of four supply managed food products 
made in Canada and the same four products produced in the United States. 

Look up the current exchange rate and convert the USD prices to CAD prices. 
Record this information in the Retrieval Chart. 

The location of food products in U.S. states makes a difference to their 
prices, For example, milk in Montana is cheaper than milk in Texas or Florida. 
This is primarily because border states offer their products at lower prices 
to entice cross-border shopping. To what extent is this a factor in the food 
prices you identified in your chart? 

What observations can you make regarding the price differences? 

How do you think these price differences could affect consumer’s choices? 

Canadian Product Price U.S. Product  Price
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