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Policy influences 

Build Competencies in food DEMOCRACY

 MAKE IT PERSONAL
How do you think government policies related to our food system affect your 
daily life? Describe two examples. 

  EXPLORE

1. Spheres of Influence   
Identify how factors such as those listed below 
influence the production and access to food 
at different levels — as individuals, in social 
environments, through the physical environment 
and as a result of policy (government environment). 

Select at least six of the factors below to add to a Sphere of Influence chart. 
Place each factor in the appropriate level or levels. Add examples that explain 
or expand each factor, such as those provided with the first factor. 

Find a perspective on the 
development of a food policy 
for Canada on the Food Secure 
Canada website at https://
foodsecurecanada.org/Food-Policy-
on-New-Federal-Government-
Agenda. 

Explore A Food Policy for Canada: 
Report of the Standing Committee 
on Agriculture and Agri-Food (2017) 
at www.ourcommons.ca/Content/
Committee/421/AGRI/Reports/
RP9324012/agrirp10/agrirp10-e.pdf.  

Find out more about Canada’s food 
policy, including links to other 
sources, in  Learn more - Food Policy 
for Canada, at www.canada.ca/en/
campaign/food-policy/learn-more.
html

 6 Food availability (home, stores, 
markets, restaurants, schools) 

 6 Hunger 

 6 Income

 6 Values and priorities

 6 Policies that affect food pricing

 6 Taste

 6 Policies that affect food marketing 

 6 Culture

 6 Religion

 6 Knowledge

 6 Food cost

 6 Food access

 6 Labelling

 6 Advertising  

Use WHAT DOES GOVERNMENT HAVE TO 
DO WITH AGRICULTURE? for these learning 
tasks. Use the Learning Source and the 
information for this guiding question in 
the food DEMOCRACY carousel on www.
projectagriculture.ca.  Check out these 
weblinks for additional information. 
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 EXPLORE 

2. Exploring Perspectives on Government Involvement     
With a partner, explore the weblinks or watch the videos provided  
in the WHAT DOES GOVERNMENT HAVE TO DO WITH AGRICULTURE?  
carousel slide on the project AGRICULTURE website. Then, think 
about and respond to the questions that follow. Find another pair  
and share your responses.

In what ways do you think the government should stay or be involved in 
regulating market prices for food?  Or why do you think government should 
not be involved?

What might happen to producers and consumers if the government did not 
offer economic support, such as that provided through the policy of supply 
management, to farmers? 

What government policies might support food democracy and the right to 
food? 

Find out more about programs and 
economic supports provided by 
the Government of Canada to the 
agricultural industry in Programs 
and Services on the Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Canada website at 
www.agr.gc.ca/eng/programs-and-
services/?id=1362151577626. 

Explore the additional information 
provided about supply management in 
Canada on the National Farmers Union 
website at www.nfu.ca/campaigns/
supply-management/. 

Research the perspectives on 
supply management on the Dairy 
Farmers of Canada website at www.
mycanadianmilk.ca/what-is-supply-
management and the Alberta Chicken 
Producers website at www.chicken.
ab.ca/chicken-industry/#trade. 

Read the letter from the National 
Farmers Union to Alberta Turkey 
Producers found at www.nfu.ca/
growing-albertas-turkey-sector-
through-diversified-production-for-
niche-markets/. 

Preview and select one of the videos 
found in WHAT DOES GOVERNMENT 
HAVE TO DO WITH AGRICULTURE? in the 
food DEMOCRACY carousel on www.
projectagriculture.ca. Explore these 
weblinks for additional information.  
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What are some potential impacts on agriculture and food production when 
there is a change in government and a shift in the political spectrum? 

How can consumers take action or be involved in the food 
production system in Canada? Revisit the Sphere of Influence 
chart you just completed. 

What consumer actions could be added to each level — 
individual, social, physical and policy? List examples below or 
add them to your chart. 

Consult WHAT DOES GOVERNMENT HAVE TO 
DO WITH AGRICULTURE? for these learning 
tasks. Find additional information in these 
weblinks. 

Review perspectives on supply 
management on the websites of 
the following supply managed 
industries. 

Start with the Alberta Supply 
Managed website at www.
sm5alberta.com. 

Find information from Alberta Milk 
on https://albertamilk.com/for-
industry/supply-management/. 

Find information on supply 
management on Alberta Chicken 
at www.chicken.ab.ca/chicken-
industry/. 

Go to Egg Farmers of Alberta at 
https://eggs.ab.ca/industry/supply-
management/. 
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