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Trade perspectives 

Build Competencies in food DEMOCRACY

 MAKE IT PERSONAL
In what ways do you think the food choices you make are impacted by 
globalization? Why do you think this? 

To what extent do you think you are personally affected by trade issues? Why 
do you think this? 

   EXPLORE

1. Position statement    
The Dairy Farmers of Canada has presented strong opposition to the 
CUSMA. Find out what positions the other supply-managed industries have 
taken on this trade agreement. Find opposing positions online or in media 
publications. Search for additional research sources, using search terms 
such as “USMCA [or CUSMA] agreement impact agriculture.” 

Find information on Canada-
United States bilateral trade on the 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
website at www.agr.gc.ca/eng/
industry-markets-and-trade/
international-agri-food-market-
intelligence/united-states-and-
mexico/canada-united-states-
bilateral-trade/?id=1453911839961. 

The Canadian government also 
provides information on the CUSMA 
agreement at www.international.
gc.ca/trade-commerce/trade-
agreements-accords-commerciaux/
agr-acc/cusma-aceum/index.
aspx?lang=eng. 

Check information on the 
Comprehensive and Progressive 
Agreement for Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (CPTPP) from the 
Canadian government at www.
international.gc.ca/trade-commerce/
trade-agreements-accords-
commerciaux/agr-acc/cptpp-ptpgp/
index.aspx?lang=eng#. 

Use WHAT’S THE TRADE-OFF WITH FOOD 
PRODUCTION IN A GLOBALIZED WORLD? 
for these learning tasks. Use the Learning 
Source and the information for this guiding 
question in the food DEMOCRACY carousel 
on www.projectagriculture.ca.  Check out 
these weblinks for additional information. 
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Organize the key points of the “for” and “against” positions 
using a T-Chart. Then, write a two-paragraph position 
statement that outlines your opinion and reasons for it.   

Focus your position statement with an initial question, such 
as “To what extent should Canadians support the Dairy Farmers of Canada 
position on the CUSMCA?” Use the following steps to develop your position 
statement. 

1. Explore the significance of the issue.

2. Discuss different perspectives on the issue.  

3. Take a position on the above question and defend it using arguments  
and specific examples from your research.

Find supply managed industry 
positions on trade and CUSMA:

 6 Alberta Milk provides a 
press release at https://
albertamilk.com/wp-content/
uploads/2018/10/Press-release-
USMCA-.pdf.  

 6 Chicken Farmers of Canada 
provides a discussion of the 
impact at www.chickenfarmers.
ca/media-room/usmca-secures-
greater-u-s-access-to-canada-
chicken-sector/. 

 6 Egg Farmers of Alberta provides a 
perspective on http://eggs.ab.ca/
about/eggnotes/nov2018-usmca/. 

 6 Dairy Farmers of Canada provides 
additional information and 
perspectives on the My Canadian 
Milk website. Go to Ask Your 
Question at www.mycanadianmilk.
ca/questions and look for 
questions on trade, supply 
management, deregulation and 
global food markets. 

Consult WHAT’S THE TRADE-OFF WITH FOOD 
PRODUCTION IN A GLOBALIZED WORLD? 
for these learning tasks. Find additional 
information in these weblinks. 
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