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globalization affects food choices and trade 

The question of where our food is grown and raised is coming 
under increased scrutiny, not just in Canada but in other countries, 
including our trading partners. This increased focus includes 
concerns over the energy consumption required for food transport, 
environmental practices, product safety, food security, food costs 
and animal care. Food grown closer to home produces fewer 
transportation emissions, lowers costs, is fresher and supports local 
farmers and economies.  

Many factors affect products in local grocery stores that come from 
farms beyond the local region, province or country. These include 
the cost of transportation, climate factors that limit the types of 
foods that can be grown or imported as well as competitive pricing. 

These same factors affect what Canada exports to our trading 
partners. With globalization, Canadian consumers increasingly 
expect to see a wide range of food choices — like strawberries or 
bananas — at all times of the year in their local food stores. 

About 16 percent of the world’s population depends on food 
produced elsewhere. By 2050, that number will jump to 50 percent. 
Some believe that this jump in the number of people who depend 
on food imports is also affected by factors such as the decrease in 
available farmland and the impact of climate and changing weather 
patterns. 

What is the global context of the food we eat?  
Globalization has economic, environmental and social 
consequences for the food supply. 

SPARK questions about food DEMOCRACY

I will use information and 
INVESTIGATE FURTHER 
questions to help me identify 
a project question I want 
to investigate for a food 
DEMOCRACY project. 

I will identify what I need to 
know more about. 

INVESTIGATE FURTHER

How does globalization affect the 
types of food products raised or 
grown locally?   
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The world’s population growth can also be affected by changing 
expectations in the availability of culturally appropriate foods. 

“buy local” movements are a response to increasing food 
imports  

A “buy local” movement has grown out of concern for the 
environmental and economic impact of increasing food imports. 

According to the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), there 
is no consistent definition of what “local” really means. Therefore, 
the CFIA proposed that local food should mean “food produced in 
the province or territory in which it is sold” or “food sold across  
provincial borders within 50 kilometres of the originating province  
or territory.” 

However, some define “local” as food purchased within a 
160-kilometre radius. This is more commonly known as the “100-mile” 
diet. 

There is also a downside to the local food movement. For example, 
locally grown tomatoes do reduce the emissions caused by 
transportation. However, if these locally grown tomatoes are grown 
in a greenhouse, the overall emissions can be much higher. Some 
people also question the assumption that everything local is better 
and preventing or restricting other food products from being made 
available. This is called protectionism. 

What do some people in Alberta believe about buying local — or at 
least, buying Canadian? Consider this statement from Alberta Milk. 

 Poll after poll we hear that Canadians want to support    
local farms. But see for yourself:

 6 Nearly three quarters of Canadians support or somewhat support 
the supply management system. Nanos, 2018

 6 The large majority of Canadians (92 percent) are happy with the 
range and quality of dairy products available in Canada, and two 
thirds are satisfied with prices. Abacus, 2017

 6 3 Canadians out of 4 agree that the Canadian dairy sector should be 
defended in the context of the NAFTA renegotiation. IPSOS, 2018

INVESTIGATE FURTHER

How do “buy local” movements 
affect globalization of the food 
system?

INVESTIGATE FURTHER

To what extent do “food values” 
influence economic decision 
making?
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trade affects food choices 

Trade policy affects the food farmers produce, grow and sell. It also 
affects the food consumers buy and eat. 

On August 16th, 2018, 
Canada, Mexico and the 
United States began to 
renegotiate the North 
American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA). 
NAFTA came into force 
in 1994. 

The 1994 agreement — 
an expanded version 
of a Canada-U.S.  
free-trade deal from 
1988 — created what was 
then the biggest free-
trade area in the world. 
It removed barriers to 
the flow of goods and 
labour between Canada, 
the United States and 
Mexico. 

In 2016, Donald Trump 
made protectionism 
a key promise of his 
successful bid for the 
U.S. Presidency. In 
October 2018, Canadian 
and U.S. officials 
reached an agreement. 

As of the fall of 2019, the 
new deal — called the  
Canada-United States-
Mexico Agreement 
(CUSMA) by the  
Canadian federal 
government — still had to be finalized   
by the three countries’ legislatures.

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (2019). The United States’ trade with Canada and Canada’s trade with the 
United States: Online. www.agr.gc.ca/eng/industry-markets-and-trade/international-agri-food-market-
intelligence/united-states-and-mexico/canada-united-states-bilateral-trade/the-united-states-trade-with-
canada-and-canada-s-trade-with-the-united-states/?id=1386857446891&

http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/industry-markets-and-trade/international-agri-food-market-intelligence/united-states-and-mexico/canada-united-states-bilateral-trade/the-united-states-trade-with-canada-and-canada-s-trade-with-the-united-states/?id=1386857446891&
http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/industry-markets-and-trade/international-agri-food-market-intelligence/united-states-and-mexico/canada-united-states-bilateral-trade/the-united-states-trade-with-canada-and-canada-s-trade-with-the-united-states/?id=1386857446891&
http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/industry-markets-and-trade/international-agri-food-market-intelligence/united-states-and-mexico/canada-united-states-bilateral-trade/the-united-states-trade-with-canada-and-canada-s-trade-with-the-united-states/?id=1386857446891&
https://www.cfa-fca.ca/2017/02/08/food-freedom-day-is-today-cfa-highlights-agriculture-as-part-of-canada-150-celebrations/
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Supply management is about keeping our 
food local. For example, instead of shipping 
large quantities of dairy products across 
the world, we look to Canadian farmers to 
fill the market. This allows us to not have to 
import nor export high quantities of dairy. 
Alberta Milk 

Campaign Research published the results of a poll on 
May 26th 2018 that asked Canadians whether or not 
they approve or disapprove of supply management. 
The results were clear: 75% of Canadians approve of 
supply management. Poll after poll continues to show 
support for the system that “works for our farmers, 
it works for our agricultural industry and it works for 
Canadians,” as Prime Minister Trudeau recently noted.
Egg Producers of Alberta 

supply management is a system that limits supply of products 
to ensure stable food prices and control imports

Supply management is a system that allows specific agricultural  
sectors — dairy, poultry and eggs — to match the supply to consumer 
demand and ensure steady and affordable access to food products. 
Production is based on demand and avoids over-production and 
unnecessary waste. 

Supply management was designed to make farming sustainable 
on its own. Supply management maintains production, pricing and 
imports. It stabilizes production through quotas, which are a way  
of matching supply to demand. 

Supply management controls imports by imposing tariffs — or  
taxes — after a specific amount of foreign products are imported. 
This prevents over-supplying the market of local products and 
making them more expensive for consumers. Quotas and tariffs 
depend on the product. 

Consider two perspectives on supply management from Alberta 
farmers’ groups. 

INVESTIGATE FURTHER

How can supply management 
affect trade policy in 
Canada? What challenges and 
opportunities exist? 
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