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              Investigate and Create

The Dairy Production and Resources Cycle illustration in the Food 
Cycles Learning Source shows how farmers depend on natural 
resources as part of the production cycle for dairy farming. They 
also depend on communities for workers and markets that buy their 
product. Communities and markets depend on farmers for jobs and 
food products that people need and want. 

What natural resources and human activities are involved in the food 
production cycle for another type of agricultural activity? Follow the 
steps below to explore this question. 

1. Identify an agricultural activity. For example, you could think about a 
food production cycle for a crop farm, a poultry farm, an egg farm or a 
vegetable farm. Explain why you picked this activity. 

  Think About

Look at the Dairy Production and Resources Cycle illustration in the 
Food Cycles Learning Source. How do you think you can see it in action 
in your own community? 
 

EXPLORE A cycle
BUILD COMPETENCIES IN amazing RACE

How does food get from 
farm table? Go to www.
projectagriculture.ca/
elementary to find the 
carousel slide with this 
guiding question in the 
amazing RACE topic. Use 
the information in the 
carousel slide and the 
Food Cycles Learning 
Source to help you 
complete these learning 
tasks.  
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Visit Farm Food 360 at 
www.farmfood360.ca 
and watch the farm tour 
videos to help you pick an 
agricultural activity.

http://www.projectagriculture.ca/elementary
http://www.projectagriculture.ca/elementary
http://www.projectagriculture.ca/elementary
https://www.farmfood360.ca/
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Natural Resources Human Activities 

2. List the natural resources and the human activities that are part of the 
production cycle for this agricultural activity in the two columns of a T-Chart.

3. Once you identify the elements of the production cycle, use a Cycle 
Diagram to place them in order.
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Change Cause Effect

People do not have as many food 
choices. 

Truck drivers all go on 
vacation. 

Products, like milk or grain, would 
not be picked up from farms.
There would be no milk or grain to 
make other foods, like cereal, bread, 
cheese or yogurt. 

The elements in a cycle are related to each other. Each element is affected 
by the other elements. Any agricultural production cycle is no exception. 

What do you think would happen to the production cycle if: 

 6 More and more people move to cities? 

 6 Energy costs increase a lot? 

 6 The number of farms decrease? 

 6 The local grocery stores close? 

 6 The only local veterinarian took a job in another province?

 6 The water supply was polluted?

Use the Cause and Effect Chart to explore two of these “What if” 
questions. 

 6 Identify the question you picked in the second column. 

 6 Explain what you think would change in the first column.

 6 Explain the effect of the change in the third column. 
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