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job BOARD

LEARNING SOURCE more THAN JUST farming

Jobs in agriculture are closely connected to the land and its resources. 
A career in agriculture involves working directly with the land, animals, 
plants and water. However, agricultural jobs involve much more than that 
too. 

Trends in agriculture have influenced the types and range of jobs in the 
agri-food industry, which refers to the production of food through the 
human activity of agriculture.  

Future Opportunities 

Infographic used with permission from Agriculture More Than Ever. www.agriculturemorethanever.ca/resources/
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How many people work in agri-food? All Canadians participate in the 
agri-food area when they go grocery shopping and make food choices. 
The Census of Agriculture is completed every five years. A census is an 
official count of people and activities. The Census of Agriculture makes a 
count of aspects of Canada's agriculture industry and its farm operators 
and families. The 2016 census shows the following numbers.

 6 Jobs in agri-food make up over 12 percent of total Canadian 
employment.  

 6 Over 2.3 million Canadians are employed in agri-food activities, 
directly providing one out of every 8 Canadians with jobs.

 6 Of that 2.3 million, there were about 305 000 people working in 
primary agricultural jobs, which means working on a farm, nursery, 
orchard or greenhouse.

 6 For every one job in primary agriculture, there are 5 or 6 jobs in 
supporting agri-food areas and activities. 

How do you think the 
agri-food industry 
might change in the 
future? Make one 
prediction. 

How can you use the 
statistics below to 
estimate the total 
number of supporting 
jobs in agriculture?  

There are 5 or 6 jobs 
in supporting areas of 
agriculture for every 1 job 
in primary agriculture. 
There are 305 000 jobs in 
primary agriculture. 
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Feeding Canada and the World 

Canadian Agriculture  
Careers start here

Where do you 
start? Just search 
“ag careers”

Did  you know?There are more than 250 college and 

university programs in Canada related 

to agriculture, food, natural resources 

and the environment.2 

1Not just 
opportunities, 
options
There are hundreds of 
Canadian ag job opportunities  
posted online every month.

2A rewarding career
Canadian ag isn’t just farming.  
Look for careers in:

• marketing 
• technology 
• environmental science 
• veterinary science 
• research 
• sales 
• construction

3A growth 
industry 
New opportunities 
and a transitioning 
workforce means 
lots of options and 
places to grow. 

Did  you know?131,000 Canadians are employed in 

the plant science industry.4  

?Did  you know?

Agribusiness 
professionals can 
expect to earn an 
average of $70,000 
per year.1

Did  you know?

Opportunities increase with social 

media. Nearly 60% of agribusinesses 

use it to recruit employees.1 

•  Enrolments in ag programs 
grew at a rate double all 
post-secondary enrolments 
over the past five years.5 

•  Food processing employs 
246,000 Canadians in more 
than 6,500 facilities across 
the country.6 

•  There will be 114,000 
on-farm job opportunities 
by 2025. 45,900 of these 
opportunities will be for 
farm owners and managers.3

•  More than one in four 
agriculture workers are 
forecast to retire by 2025.3

•  More than 90% of Canadian 
ag companies increased 
salaries in the last year.1

•  Nearly 70% of Canadian 
agribusinesses believe their 
workforce will increase over 
the next two years.3  

Learn more at AgMoreThanEver.ca.

Sources:

1 AgCareers.com  |  2 StudyinCanada.com

3 Canadian Agricultural Human Resource Council

4 Croplife  |  5 Farm Credit Canada

6 Food Processing Human Resource Council
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Job Cloud  

Infographics used with permission from Agriculture More Than Ever. www.agriculturemorethanever.ca/resources/

What do the Feeding 
Canada and the World 
and the Job Cloud 
infographics tell you 
about agricultural jobs 
in Canada? Write two 
observations. 
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Agriculture is important to Canada’s economic well-being. The 
importance of different jobs varies across Canadian provinces. 

Food processing activities are found more in the central and eastern 
provinces. Primary industry jobs are more often found across the 
prairies. A primary industry uses natural resources and materials to 
make products. Primary industries include forestry, agriculture and 
fishing. 

Agriculture Job Facts to Know

Did you know these facts about agriculture in Canada? 

 6 Canada is the world’s largest producer and exporter of flax seeds, 
canola, oats, pulses (like peas, beans and lentils), durum wheat (the 
kinds of wheat used to make pasta) and mustard seeds.

 6 Canada is the number one canola-producing and exporting country 
in the world--as it should be; canola was invented here. 

 6 Canada grows more than 50 varieties of apples.

 6 Wheat is Canada's largest crop. 

Why do you think 
more food processing 
is found in central and 
eastern Canada while 
more primary industry 
jobs are found in 
western Canada? 

Do you think this 
difference between the 
agricultural activities 
in eastern and western 
Canada could change in 
the future? Why do you 
think this? 
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 6 Canada is the world’s largest producer of both fresh and frozen 
blueberries.

 6 We are the world's fourth largest exporter of fresh mushrooms. 

 6 The meat processing industry is Canada’s third largest 
manufacturing industry, ranking behind motor vehicles and 
petroleum products.

 6 Canada produces about 85 percent of the world’s maple syrup.

 6 The value of honey bees to Canadian agriculture is over $1 billion.

 6 Sales of milk and dairy products contribute 
$10 billion to the Canadian economy.

 6 Canada is the world’s 5th largest exporter of 
agricultural products.

 6 World food demand is estimated to increase 
70 percent by 2050.

Although jobs on a farm are the backbone of 
agriculture, there are many agricultural jobs that 
go beyond. For example, take the dairy industry. 

Dairy involves a wide variety of jobs that involve 
working with the land, technology, animals, 
people and resources. A dairy job can be a 
researcher, scientist, factory worker, manager or 
driver. 

Here’s a list of some of the many jobs that are 
connected to dairy farming. Match them to the 
descriptions on the job board that follows. 

 6 Dairy Farmer 

 6 Dairy Herd Worker 

 6 Dairy Inspector 

 6 Dairy Manager or Supervisor 

 6 Nutritionist 

 6 Farm Family Member

 6 Geneticist 

 6 Grocery Worker 

 6 Hoof Trimmer 

 6 Milk Hauler 

 6 Milker 

 6 Milk Processor 

 6 Scientist 

 6 Supplier

 6 Technician 

 6 Veterinarian

Agriculture facts from MacLean, R. (June 2019) 
Canadian food DYK: Canada ranks as the fifth 
large agricultural exporter in the world. Online: 
https://eatnorth.com/robyn-maclean/
canadian-food-dyk-canada-ranks-fifth-
largest-agricultural-exporter-world
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How many of the jobs on this job board can you identify? 
How many of these jobs do you think apply to other types of 
farming? 

Jobs that Depend on Natural 
Resources

Jobs Involved with Dairy 
Processing

Jobs that Provide Services or 
Goods

I take responsibility for all of the work 
on my farm. I make sure all my dairy 
cows are milked. I also check to make 
sure they are fed with the correct feed, 
have water, and are healthy. I keep 
track of the dairy cow herd and calves. 
I sometimes hire other workers to 
help with all of these responsibilities. 
However, I make all the decisions 
involved with producing milk and 
running the farm. Who am I?

I can have different jobs, depending 
on whether I manage or supervise 
work on a dairy farm or in a dairy 
processing plant. If I work on a 
larger dairy farm, I keep track of and 
make decisions about the health of 
the dairy herd. I supervise milking, 
feeding, and care of the dairy cows. 
If I work in a dairy processing plant, I 
oversee and help other workers with 
the production of dairy products. 
Who am I?

I may have different jobs, depending 
on whether I visit farms or dairy 
processing plants. I make sure that 
government rules and laws for quality 
and cleanliness are followed. If I 
inspect farms, I make sure the cows 
are healthy and their living spaces 
are clean. I check milking and storage 
equipment. If I inspect dairy processing 
plants, I check how milk is processed 
and that the equipment is cleaned and 
sanitized daily. Who am I?

We help with all of the responsibilities 
on our dairy farm. We can help look 
after the dairy herd. This includes 
handling the cows, feeding them, and 
making sure they have water. We also 
help keep their living spaces clean. 
And we help with any other general 
jobs around our farm. Who are we?

I am licensed to collect the milk and 
deliver it to dairy processing plants. 
I pick up milk from dairy farms every 
second day, or sometimes every 
day, depending on the farm. I keep 
records on all the milk I pick up and 
deliver. I take a sample of milk from 
the farm's bulk tank to test it. Who 
am I?

I work with dairy farmers to develop 
a health care plan for their dairy 
cow herd. I also respond to health 
emergencies. I often carry all of 
my medical supplies in my vehicle, 
as sometimes I have to drive long 
distances to visit the farmers I work 
with. Who am I?

I work very closely with dairy cows.       
I make sure that the cows are milked 
two, and sometimes three, times a 
day. I also check on the dairy cows      
to make sure they are healthy. I often 
work long hours because I must 
be available for milking times, no    
matter how early or late in the day. 
Who am I?

I work with milk from the time it 
arrives at a dairy processing plant 
until it is made into a dairy product. 
These dairy products include 
fluid milk, creams, butter, yogurt, 
cheeses, and ice cream. I work with 
the machinery that is used to process 
milk. However, human hands, 
including mine, never touch the 
milk. Who am I?

I can have different jobs, depending 
on whether I work with dairy cows 
or with people. If I work with dairy 
cows, I make sure they receive healthy 
feed. If I work with people, I need to 
know and understand the nutritional 
value of food. I give people advice and 
information about healthy food and 
drink choices in their daily diets. Who 
am I?
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Jobs that Depend on Natural 
Resources

Jobs that Provide Services or Goods

I spend time handling, feeding, and caring for 
dairy cows. I provide care for dairy cows by 
removing manure, changing bedding materials, 
and washing out the barn. I have to be able 
to drive trucks or operate farm machinery to 
bring food and other supplies to the dairy cows. 
Sometimes, I may help milk the cows. I may also 
do general jobs around the dairy farm. Who am I?

I may do different types of research for the dairy industry. 
My work can include food science and new dairy products. 
I might do research to find out more about the nutritional 
value of dairy products. I may also work to improve the 
care of dairy cows and calves. Or, my research can be 
about finding better ways to protect the environment. 
Who am I?

I am responsible for rearing, or raising, dairy 
calves. I help handle, feed, and care for them. I 
can work both indoors and outdoors. I keep track 
of each calf when it is born. I also keep records 
about their health and growth. Who am I?

I am responsible for ordering, stocking, and selling 
processed dairy products to people. I make sure that 
products are available on grocery store shelves and that 
they are fresh. I help look after customers. The milk 
products I sell include fluid milk, creams, butter, yogurt, 
cheeses, and ice cream. These products are sold to my 
grocery store by dairy processors. Who am I?

Dairy cows must have their hooves trimmed on a 
regular basis. I know how to trim hooves without 
hurting or injuring the cow. I also look for signs 
of diseases or injuries and help farmers treat any 
problems. Who am I?

I supply different types of products to farmers or dairy 
processors, depending on the company I work for. I might 
sell milking equipment or items used to make stalls and 
floor surfaces in a barn. I may also sell machinery and 
vehicles used on the farm. Or, I could sell milk storage 
tanks and pipeline systems for a dairy farm or dairy 
processor. My company may provide seed or feed for dairy 
cows and calves. Who am I?

I can have different jobs, depending on whether I work 
in a lab or dairy processing plant or if I work directly with 
a veterinarian. If I work in a lab or processing plant, I test 
milk samples that are collected by a milk hauler. If I work 
with a veterinarian, I look after the health of dairy cows 
and calves. I help the veterinarian identify diseases or 
injuries, give vaccinations, prepare medicine, and keep 
records on the health of the animals. Who am I?
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Find the job match in the chart below.  

Jobs that Depend on 
Natural Resources

Jobs Involved with 
Dairy Processing

Jobs that Provide Services or 
Goods

Dairy Farmer Dairy Manager or Supervisor Dairy Inspector 

Farm Family Member Milk Hauler Veterinarian

Milker Milk Processor Nutritionist 

Dairy Herd Worker Scientist

Calf Rearer Grocery Worker

Hoof Trimmer Supplier

Technician 
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