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farms and cities - cause and effect
Build Competencies in agriculture HISTORIES

MAKE IT PERSONAL
What are two convincing examples of evidence that you could identify to 
shows how or if urbanization is occurring today? 

  EXPLORE AND CREATE

Exploring Relationships 
ONE Work with a partner and select two dates on the graph. Then, complete 
the activities that follow. 

•	 Identify the percent of population living in urban cities in Canada for each 
of your dates. 

Use Google Earth and zoom in on your 
own community, town or city. Use the 
map to identify the amount of land 
used for urban areas and the land that 
can be used for farming. Think about 
what these land uses tell you about 
population growth.

Find an overview of the history of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway, including 
a video and more resources, on the 
CPR History for Students website at 
https://cpconnectingcanada.ca/for-
students/. 

Find an interactive timeline at https://
cpconnectingcanada.ca/. 

The Atlas of Alberta Railways provides 
information on the railways built 
through Canada and Alberta at 
https://railways.library.ualberta.ca/
TracksHome/. Work with partners 
or group members if you need help 
working with this information. 

Use WHAT DOES AGRICULTURE HAVE TO DO 
WITH URBANIZATION? for these learning 
tasks. Use the Learning Source and the 
information for this guiding question in the 
agriculture HISTORIES carousel on www.
projectagriculture.ca. Check out these 
weblinks for additional information. 
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Year Percent of population living in an urban area

	6 What is the increase between the two dates? 

	6 What effect do you think the development of the railways had on the increased 
percentage of the population in cities?  Use two examples from the Learning 
Source and/or the watch the videos provided in the WHAT DOES AGRICULTURE HAVE 
TO DO WITH URBANIZATION? carousel slide on the project AGRICULTURE website to 
describe how the railways affected urbanization.      

	6 What effect did the railways have on farmers and farming? Describe one example. 

Extend your learning. Use these two time periods to create a cause and effect mini-
timeline. 

	6 Draw a line to start your timeline. 

	6 Place your two dates on either end of the timeline. 

	6 Research and describe an event that happened in the period of time between 
your two dates. Describe and/or illustrate this event in the middle of the timeline. 

	6 Describe a change that resulted from this event on the bottom of the timeline. 
Use text descriptions, images or sketches to add interest to your mini-timeline. 
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 SEARCH AND INVESTIGATE
ONE Select one photo from sources provided in this 
activity handout or from a source provided by your 
teacher. Use a Picture Frame graphic organizer to 
describe what you see in each quadrant of the photo. 

	6 In what ways can this photo add to your understanding of farming in 
the past? 

	6 Does this photo represent anything connected with a growing 	
population or urbanization? In what ways? 

TWO Choose from one of the news article quotations below. Or, search for 	
an article of your choice on one of the following topics:

1. How the past is being protected through efforts to save old grain 
elevators

2. How urbanization is affecting farms and farming 

 Alta. elevator receives historical designation 
The local agriculture society saved Spruce Grove’s elevator from the 
wrecking ball in 1995. Earlier this month, the provincial government gave it 
an extra layer of protection with a Provincial Historic Resource designation.

... Leela Sharon Aheer, minister of culture, multiculturalism and status of 
women, said the elevators are an important part of rural communities.

“I know when I have had family that have come from India, one of the things 
we’ve always done is to travel around to see these grain elevators. They 
really are spectacular and really represent so much of what is important 
to this province. They are the backbone of the communities that were built 
here.”

Find photos and information about 
grain elevators in western Canada on 
the Your Railway Pictures website, 
found at https://yourrailwaypictures.
com/grainelevators/. 

Explore the Grain Elevators of Canada 
website at www.grainelevators.ca/. 

Find more information about grain 
elevators in Alberta’s Grain Elevators 
from Alberta Community Development 
at www.grainelevatorsalberta.ca/
articles/HRM-history.pdf. 

Read the full article about the Spruce 
Grove grain elevator at www.producer.
com/news/alta-elevator-receives-
historical-designation/. 

Read the rest of the article about urban 
sprawl at https://edmontonjournal.
com/news/local-news/how-urban-
sprawl-has-fragmented-farms-in-the-
edmonton-calgary-corridor-since-the-
1980s.

Explore a StoryMap focused on 
Canada’s farmland loss at https://
storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/0611dfa
f516f44ed933684ff0eaf0e0d.  

Use WHAT DOES AGRICULTURE HAVE 
TO DO WITH URBANIZATION? for these 
learning tasks. Check out these weblinks for 
additional information. 
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[Rick Lee, president of the Spruce Grove and District Agricultural Heritage 
Society] said the elevator is an important link to history in what is now a 
bedroom community to Edmonton.

“We’re an urban municipality now. The elevator is what built Spruce Grove 
with all the farmers in the area. It is an important reminder to people of 
where we came from and what we do,” said Lee of Spruce Grove.
MacArthur, M. (October 22, 2020). Alta. elevator receives historical designation. The Western Producer: 
Online. www.producer.com/news/alta-elevator-receives-historical-designation/

 Urban sprawl in the Edmonton-Calgary corridor 
David Wedman and his family have had a front-row seat to Edmonton’s urban 
sprawl. For decades, the grain farmer on the city’s southwestern border has 
watched subdivisions and other urban development creep onto some of the 
province’s best cropland.  “As a kid growing up, there used to be 25 farms 
in this area. Now there’s only half a dozen,” said Wedman, who’s farmed for 
almost 50 years on property that’s been in his family for more than a century. 
Wakefield, J. (June 9, 2017). How urban sprawl has fragmented farms in the Edmonton-Calgary corridor 
since the 1980s. Edmonton Journal: Online. https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/how-urban-
sprawl-has-fragmented-farms-in-the-edmonton-calgary-corridor-since-the-1980s

Use a Cause and Effect graphic organizer to identify and reflect on 
connections between the past and the present. Develop two examples 
on your own, or work with a partner or in a small group to fill in all five 
cause and effect boxes in the graphic organizer. 

	6 Describe one example of an event or condition from the past in the 
Cause column of the graphic organizer. 

For example, you could identify when grain elevators started to be 
constructed in the prairies to help farmers store and load their grain 
more easily into train boxcars.  Or you could describe when population 
increased dramatically in the western provinces. 

	6 In the Effect column of the graphic organizer, describe why each of 
these events or conditions has affected urban areas, farming or food 
production in the present. 

For example, you could search and identify ways the past is being 
preserved or protected or how places, buildings and/or farming practices 
have been replaced or changed. 

	6 Include your ideas about the reasons people make efforts to protect the 
past or how they respond to change. 

	6 Use jot notes, descriptive sentences, sketches and/or illustrations to 
complete the Cause and Effect organizer. 
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